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SWAN RIVER WATER QUALITY — ERIC SINGLETON BIRD SANCTUARY WETLAND 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [2.56 pm]: I would like to inform the house of 
an exciting joint project between the Liberal–National government and the City of Bayswater, which is focusing 
on reducing nutrients entering the Swan River and improving water quality in our iconic waterway. Construction 
recently began on a nutrient stripping wetland at the Eric Singleton Bird Sanctuary and over the coming months 
the degraded site will be transformed to restore the late Mr Singleton’s vision of creating a sanctuary for birds 
and other wildlife. 
The state government has invested $1.2 million towards the $3 million project, along with our partners on the 
project at the City of Bayswater. Once the project is complete in autumn 2015, it will reduce the nutrient and 
sediment loads entering the Swan River from the Bayswater Brook. The investment is in line with the Liberal–
National government’s commitment to improve water quality in the Swan and Canning Rivers and follows the 
recent construction of the nutrient-stripping wetland on the Ellen Brook in Belhus. This follows the 
government’s move in 2011 to regulate a reduction in the phosphorus content in garden fertilisers to two per cent 
and lawn fertiliser to one per cent which will have an impact in this mostly urban catchment. 
The Eric Singleton Bird Sanctuary was chosen as a suitable location to address the Bayswater Brook’s status as 
one of eight priority catchments in the region. The new wetland will prevent almost 40 tonnes of sediment and 
rubbish, 1.3 tonnes of nitrogen — 
Ms L.L. Baker interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Maylands, I want to hear about Maylands and the Swan River. Thank you. 
Mr A.P. JACOB: This new wetland will prevent almost 40 tonnes of sediment and rubbish, 1.3 tonnes of 
nitrogen and 200 kilograms of phosphorus from entering the Swan River each year. This represents a 21 per cent 
reduction in phosphorus loads and a 14 per cent reduction in nitrogen loads—a great outcome. The project will 
see more than 150 000 natives planted, and once it is complete, water will be diverted from the Bayswater Brook 
and run through the treatment system. The wetland project will restore the sanctuary’s degraded habitat and, as 
a result, we are likely to see an increase in the numbers and diversity of birds and animals at the wetland. I look 
forward to updating the house on the ongoing progress of the Eric Singleton Bird Sanctuary wetland as well as 
other projects being undertaken by the Liberal–National government to improve the water quality of our rivers. 
 

 [1] 


	SWAN RIVER WATER QUALITY — ERIC SINGLETON BIRD SANCTUARY WETLAND
	Statement by Minister for Environment


